Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation
2nd Floor, Employee Service Building, Meralco Compound
Ortigas Avenue, Pasig City, 1600 Philippines
Telephone: (02) 8844-2700 | Website: www.pdrf.org

PRESS RELEASE

PDRF showcases work at UN conference in Geneva
Climate Crisis and Localization of Response to Disasters Highlighted as Key
Issues

CBI representatives from fourteen countries at UN conference in Geneva, Switzerland.
May 19, 2022, MANILA — The Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation (PDRF), and private
sector representatives from fourteen countries from the UN’s Connecting Business Initiative
met recently in Geneva in person for the first time in two years at the eighth Humanitarian
Networks and Partnerships Weeks (HNPW) hosted by the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation.
Participants shared experiences and best practices about the role of local businesses in
preparing for, responding to, and recovering from disasters. The group identified the fight
against the climate crisis and localization of humanitarian response as the key issues where
local businesses can help make a difference in people’s lives.
“Humanitarian action is all about bringing people together. When a disaster strikes, first
responders are the local communities, the local businesses. For OCHA, the private sector is
one of our most important partners to collectively respond better and quicker,” said Edem
Wosornu, Chief of OCHA’s Response Support Branch.
PDRF President Butch Meily was a resource speaker during the session entitled, “Act local,
think global: humanitarian action and the private sector” along with representatives from the
United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Alliance for Risk
Management and Business Continuity (AGERCA, Haiti), and the Asia Pacific Alliance for
Disaster Management Sri Lanka (A-PAD SL).
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“Love is stronger than hatred. Light is stronger than darkness. Looking out at all of you
coming from all over the world and gathered here to do good, I am reminded of how each of
us in our own way is a lamp that glows in the night giving light and hope to everyone,” said
Meily.
“COVID-19 has brought a renewed sense of urgency in the need to support local and national
actors. When countries went into lockdown, in many cases there were only local actors to
deliver assistance,” explained Marcos Neto, the Director of UNDP’s Sustainable Finance Hub.
“But local businesses need support, they need to be involved in decision-making processes of
humanitarian response, and they have the means to deliver assistance in accordance with
humanitarian principles.”
PDRF Executive Director Veronica Gabaldon spoke at the session “Feeling the Heat, how
local businesses respond to the climate emergency”, which highlighted examples of climate
action from the Fiji Business Disaster Resilience Council (FBDRC) the Turkish Enterprise and
Business Confederation (TÜRKONFED), The Madagascar Private Sector Humanitarian
Platform (PSHP), and UNICEF.
“Businesses, specifically MSMEs [micro, small, and medium enterprises], are among the
hardest hit by climate change and so innovative and sustainable solutions need to be created
and implemented to help them adapt better,” said Gabaldon.
More than 6,000 participants from United Nations agencies to non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), academia and the private sector are still working on key topics in
today’s humanitarian field and how better to partner to address them.
PDRF also participated in the final public session, “Acting before crises hit: anticipatory action
and the private sector”, in partnership with the International Federation for the Red Cross
(IFRC) and the Anticipation Hub, focusing on how businesses can support the ongoing shift
to more effective, efficient, and dignified humanitarian response through anticipatory action.
PDRF’s Head of Development Programs and Innovation, Anna Katrina Aspuria, made the case
for the importance of anticipating and preparing for a disaster before it happens. She cited
the need to involve the private sector and non-traditional humanitarian actors in ensuring
that resources are put in place to help communities protect themselves earlier.
Founded in 2016 in Istanbul at the World Humanitarian Summit, the Connecting Business
Initiative (CBI) is a joint program of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)to support private
sector engagement before, during and after disasters. PDRF is a founding member of CBI
and is seen as a role model for private sector networks.
Aside from AGERCA, APAD SL, FBDRC, TÜRKONFED, and PSHP Madagascar, the other
networks and business leaders represented at HNPW included: Plateforme Humanitaire du
Secteur Privé de Côte d’Ivoire (PHSP Côte d’Ivoire), The Indonesian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (KADIN), Centro Nacional de Apoyo para Contingencias Epidemiologicas y
Desastres (CENACED, Mexico), The Viet Nam Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI).
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Prospective networks were also represented, including Consejo Hondureño de la Empresa
Privada (COHEP, Honduras), the Kenya Private Sector Alliance (KEPSA), the Pacific Islands
Forum Secretariat (PIFS) and Hombro a Hombro (Peru).

###

About PHILIPPINE DISASTER RESILIENCE FOUNDATION
Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation (PDRF) is the country’s major private sector vehicle and
coordinator for disaster resilience. As an alliance of businesses dedicated to building the disaster risk
management capabilities of the private sector in the country, PDRF aims to contribute to sustainable
development and the general welfare of the Filipino people.
For more information, visit www.pdrf.org.
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